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tacting one of the priests 
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“ . . . You are Peter, and upon this rock 

I shall build my church, and the gates of 
the nether world shall not prevail 

against it.” — Matthew 16:18 

September 29th, 2021, the Diocese of Columbus received 
news that was difficult to hear: Bishop Robert Brennan, 
who has been with us only since March 2019, has been 
named Bishop of Brooklyn, to be installed there November 
30th. From the Feast of the Archangels to the Feast of St. 
Andrew, he is with us to “wrap up” any loose ends, serving 
as our Apostolic Administrator until he takes up his new 
responsibility. Through the “Real Presence, Real Future” 
initiative, we have begun something incredible under the 
leadership of Bishop Brennan. It will now fall to us to con-
tinue to move forward. 

 Bishop Brennan has certainly changed my life in the Diocese of Columbus. In 
August 2019, my mother Elaine K. Hayes passed away. Bishop Brennan showed his 
compassion for me and my family by attending her funeral Mass, which was celebrat-
ed at St. Timothy Church, where I had been pastor since 2008. We will be forever 
grateful for that sign of his concern for the priests of this diocese. 
 When Covid began to affect the life of the Church in the Diocese of Colum-
bus, Bishop Brennan showed his concern for all of us, staying in close contact with 
the priests and the people, and guiding us through the difficult circumstances to con-
tinue to proclaim the Gospel, using new means such as 
Livestream and Zoom to keep in touch. Throughout his ten-
ure among us, Bishop Brennan has consistently held up a 
mirror to us of all the good things that are going on in the 
23 counties and 104 parishes, as well as all the other insti-
tutions of the Diocese of Columbus. 
 In 2020, Bishop Brennan asked me to take up the 
challenge of being pastor in a new consortium with the 
three parishes in Ross and Pike Counties. He has continued 
to show us his loving concern, visiting our area several 
times. In fact, at his own request, he will be celebrating 
Mass in Waverly at St. Mary, Queen of the Missions, to 
fulfill his desire to have Mass in all the parishes of the Dio-
cese of Columbus, only two weeks before he leaves for 
Brooklyn. 
 We are grateful to God for the ministry of Bishop Robert Brennan among us. 
We will continue to pray for him as he responds to the new challenge in a diocese 
closer to his home, but much larger than the Diocese of Columbus. His motto “Thy 
Will Be Done” is something that we can all follow as we journey to the future under 
new leadership yet to be named. May we continue to make known the fruit of Bishop 
Brennan’s shepherding love by finding a way to work together to proclaim the Gospel 
to those entrusted to us. 

 

Rev. Timothy M. Hayes 

Pastor of Chillicothe, St. Mary; Chillicothe, St. Peter;  

and Waverly, St. Mary, Queen of the Missions 
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 If you are anything like me, you have a basic 
desire to read the new writings of the pope, but you 
are often discouraged by the length of the work. 
Pope Francis is a rather wordy man. His three en-
cyclicals are a combined 230 pages, and his five 
apostolic exhortations total 562 pages. As the kids 
say, TLDR. Too Long, Didn’t Read. However, two 
years ago, in anticipation of Christmas, Pope Fran-
cis wrote a letter to all the faithful called Admirabi-
le Signum. Only seven pages long, Pope Francis 
talks about the importance of the nativity scene in 
each family’s celebration of Christmas. Maybe in 
these last few weeks leading up to the celebration 
of Christ’s birth as a little baby among us, you can 
find a few moments to sit down and reflect on the 
pope’s words. 
 Pope Francis talks about the importance of 
having a nativity scene in our homes, because it is 
the way in which the faith is passed on. We have 
before us a visual representation of the very events 
of the first Christmas night. Mary and Joseph, the 
ox and the donkey, the angels singing the great 
hymn “Glory to God in the Highest!” We may have 
shepherds coming from the surrounding hills and 
the magi with their camels and gifts. The whole 
Christmas season is set before us to see in beauty 
and wonder the great work of God, His only-
begotten Son took on human flesh for us! 
 The tradition of the nativity scene was begun 
at Christmas in 1223 by St. Francis of Assisi. One 
of St. Francis’s many missions was to bring the 
Gospel alive for people, to bring it into the homes 
and, thus, into their hearts. It is also from St. Fran-
cis that we get the tradition of the Stations of the 
Cross during Lent. If people cannot go to the Holy 
Land, Francis thought, then bring the Holy Land to 
them. Francis, returning from Rome and an audi-
ence with Pope Honorius III, met a man in Greccio, 
which is halfway between Rome and Assisi. He 
asked the man for his help in “bring[ing] to life the 
memory of that babe born in Bethlehem, to see as 
much as possible with my own bodily eyes the dis-
comfort of his infant needs, how he lay in a man-
ger, and how, with an ox and an ass standing by, he 
was laid upon a bed of hay.” The wonderment of 
St. Francis can be contagious to us as well, when 
we allow the nativity scene to transport us back to 

Bethlehem, to the chill of the night when Jesus was 
born. Pope Francis summarizes the experience of the 
first nativity scene: “This is how our tradition began: 
with everyone gathered in joy around the cave, with 
no distance between the original event and those 
sharing in its mystery.” 
 Setting up our nativity scene in the weeks be-
fore Christmas is one of my favorite Christmas tradi-
tions in my family. We have a lovely white porcelain 
set that has been in our family for a long time. Posi-
tioning the animals just right was always my job, 
finding just the right spot for the cow and the donkey 
and the two little lambs. We would use extra clip-
pings from the Christmas tree to adorn the stable, and 
on Christmas Eve after Mass, we put out the piece of 
the baby Jesus in the manger. For whatever reason, 
we never had a procession of the magi. In the scene 
that our Nativity set told, they were already there 
when Jesus was born. 
 Pope Francis is inviting all of us to reflect on 
God’s love placed before us visually in the nativity 
scene. “Why does the Christmas crèche arouse such 
wonder and move us so deeply? First, because it 
shows God’s tender love: the Creator of the universe 
lowered Himself to take up our littleness. The gift of 
life, in all its mystery, becomes all the more won-
drous as we realize that the Son of Mary is the source 
and sustenance of all life. In Jesus, the Father has 
given us a brother who comes to seek us out whenev-
er we are confused or lost, a loyal friend ever at our 
side. He gave us His Son who forgives us and frees 
us from our sins.” Pope Francis also reminds us that 
it is our responsibility as Christians to pass on our 
faith and our traditions to the next generation. Pope 
Francis concludes the short letter with these words: 
“Dear brothers and sisters, the Christmas crèche is 
part of the precious yet demanding process of passing 
on the faith. Beginning in childhood, and at every 
stage of our lives, it teaches us to contemplate Jesus, 
to experience God’s love for us, to feel and believe 
that God is with us and that we are with Him, His 
children, brothers and sisters all, thanks to that Child 
who is the Son of God and the Son of the Virgin 
Mary. And to realize that in that knowledge, we find 
true happiness. Like Saint Francis, may we open our 
hearts to this simple grace, so that from our wonder-
ment a humble prayer may arise: a prayer of thanks-
giving to God, who wished to share with us His all, 
and, thus, never to leave us alone.” 

A Sign of Wonderment: The Nativity Scene 
by  Fr. Jacob Stinnett 
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Updates on the Knights of Columbus 
by Bob French 

 The Knights of Columbus an-
nounced the recipients of awards for the 
fraternal year 2020-2021:  
* Knight of the Year—Mark Friend 
* Family of the Year—Ann and Jess Hamm 
*Youth of the Year—Savannah Davis 
If you happen to see any of them, be sure to 
congratulate them, as they are well-
deserved. 
 The council continues to assist St. 
Vincent de Paul with monthly food distri-
butions. The council was also able to restart 
the monthly pancake breakfast on the third 
Sundays after each Mass. Please join us for 
breakfast and fellowship in the Parish Hall. 
I have been told we make some of the best 
pancakes in town! 

The Return of the Men’s Ministry 
by Bob French 

 The men’s group restarted meetings in 
October. We meet the second Saturday of 
every month at 7 a.m. in the Holy Family 
Library. Before each session, Fr. Jacob has 
graciously agreed to provide reconciliation 
at 6:15 a.m., followed by Mass at 6:30 a.m. 
And we are using the Formed Fr. Kapaun 
series as a guide for our time together. 
 We had a good turnout for our first 
meeting, and there is still plenty of room for 
more. 
 If any men are interested in this min-
istry, simply come join us or contact Bob 
French if you have any questions. 

Sisterhood of the Frogged Stitches 

          by Karen Blumberg  

 The Sisterhood of Frogged Stitches 
(SOFS) meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m.  
via Zoom to crochet and knit together. We 
have all kinds of projects going on, such as 
Baby Blankets for Baptisms, Handmade 
items for Christmas to the Homebound, 
Chase the Chill (hats and scarves to the 
homeless), and  
Afghans for Habitat for Humanity.  
 No worries if you don’t know how! 
Karen is a great teacher that can help you. 
Once you learn the stitches and practice a 
bit, you’ll be able to make anything you 
would like.  
 Give Karen a call to get all the Zoom 
information, or would prefer to meet in per-
son at 740-649-8964. Blessings  

Top left: Knight of the Year, Mark 
Friend, hard at work assisting an 
SVDP monthly food distribution. 
 
Top right: Family of the Year, Ann 
and Jess Hamm, were also recog-
nized while working the Septem-
ber monthly food distribution. 
 
Bottom left: Youth of the Year, 
Savannah Davis, honored after the 
11:30 Mass on Sunday, October 
24th. 
 
Congratulations to all recipients, 
and may God bless you! 
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 With a new school year comes lots of activities at Bishop Flaget!  
 Our Cross Country team excelled this season, placing at every eligible meet. We even hosted 
our own meet at Hirsch’s Fruit Farm! Many thanks to all of the Hirsch Family and Flaget parents 
who worked so hard to make this a success.  
 Our Volleyball team has had a fantastic season, coming off the 2020-2021 school year  
without volleyball. Our team consists of 6th and 7th graders, so we look forward to seeing how 
well these girls work together next year as well. Our Volley for a Cure game was held on  
October 21st, as our girls faced off against Hillsboro Christian Academy. We hosted lots of extra  
activities on this night, with proceeds going to Southern Ohio Survivors.  
 Poinsettia sales will be starting soon! Please contact your favorite Panther to place your  
order, or give us a call in the office at (740) 774-2970.  
 Our annual Christmas Bazaar will be Saturday, November 20th in our gym. Chicken and 
Noodle Dinners will be served out of the cafeteria. Please watch the bulletin for more information.  
 Please also watch for information about our Spring Dinner Auction. We are still in the early 
planning stages, so we will get the information to you as soon as it is confirmed.  
 We have continued to host bingo since August; however, because of difficulties obtaining 
supplies, October 15th was our last bingo for the time being.  
 Finally, we have met our $450,0000 HVAC goal!!!!!! Many thanks to all of our generous  
donors, including one in particular who called to find out the remaining balance — and then wrote 
us a check! Please keep an eye out for updates as we wrap up this project and recognize all of our 
fabulous donors!  

A few  
pictures from the 
new Catechesis 

of the Good 
Shepherd atrium  

 
Left: Our  

children love 
preparing an 

altar for prayer!  
 

Right: 
In addition to  
an enriching  

religious educa-
tion, the children 
are encouraged 

to apply practical 
life skills in the 
atrium and learn 

together 

An Update From Bishop Flaget 

by Terrina Fahnestock 
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the 4-year-old 
boys in the atri-
um chose to put 
the hourglass 
back on the pray-
er table and 
kneel down by it 
until the hour-
glass had sifted 
all down. He’d 
close his eyes, 
trying to be still, 
and peek one eye 
open to check the 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
by Andrea McLean 

“Let the children come to me, and do not prevent 
them; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.” – Mark 19:14 
 We have 13 children coming in and out of 
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) atrium 
on Sunday mornings. These 3 – 6-year-olds regular-
ly amaze our volunteers with how earnestly their 
hearts latch onto the Lord and the beauty of the 
Mass. Thank you to everyone who gave towards the 
materials in the atrium! If you are interested in be-
ing trained as a catechist, have an hour to help sani-
tize our materials during the week, or can help us 
paint and create materials, please contact Donna 
Weisenberger at 740-774-1407 ext. 3, ext. 7, ext. 2. 
 I am going to share with you a few of the 
many beautiful things happening in our atrium: 
 We have one child who is talks about how he 
can’t wait to receive Communion, be a server, and 
maybe one day a priest. 
 After receiving the presentation of Altar 1 
(the first teaching on how the altar is prepared at 
Mass, complete with miniature altar, chalice, paten, 
crucifix, and candles) the catechist asked the 4-year
-old, “I wonder what you’d like to say to God?” 
The little girl bowed her head so reverently and 
prayed “God, please bless my baby brother.” She 
stayed kneeling for a holy moment, sincerely inter-
ceding for her baby brother who was in a hospital. 
 In September, the children as a group prac-
ticed quieting their bodies and hearts at the prayer 
table using a sand hourglass that measures 2 — 3 
mins. During his 
free time, one of 

hourglass, then shut his eyes tight again. When 
he was done, one of the volunteers asked, “what 
were you telling God at the prayer table?” He 
said, “I was saying, ‘Thank you, God. Thank 
you, God. Thank you, God.” 
 One of our 6-year-old boys walked over 
to the prayer table one morning, and just sat 
looking at the Bible. When the catechist seeing 
him asked what he was thinking about, He 
looked up and asked, “Where’s the New Testa-
ment?” So, the catechist sat down to give him a 
short teaching on how the Bible is structured. 
When she turned to the Gospel of Matthew, she 
told him this is the first book of the New Testa-
ment, and he said, “Oh, that’s what I want. Can 
I read that?” For 15 minutes, he sat quietly 
reading the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew. 

Three of our girls in par-
ticular love spending 
time drawing pictures of 
their homes and people 
that they care about and 
want to pray for, or col-
oring pictures of the Ho-
ly Land and labeling 
Nazareth, Bethlehem, 
and Jerusalem. They al-
so enjoy pasting together 
a collage of precut piec-
es that match the Altar 1 
presentation or liturgical 
colors and vestments. 
 

Sister Amelia loves to help our littles! 

Are we working or playing? We can do both in the atrium! All while learn-
ing about Jesus and the Holy Mass 
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“Whoever drinks of the water I shall give him will nev-
er thirst: the water I shall give him will become in him 
a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” – Jn 4:14 

 The Well High School Youth Group kicked off 
the year with a great party! It had everything from a 
giant inflatable, 9 Square, soft serve ice cream, and a 
dunk tank. We had 40 high schoolers attend! Almost 
half of them volunteered to get in the tank, and Fr. Ja-
cob was dunked at least 10 times by multiple high 
schoolers. 
 Now we have an average of 20 teens coming 
each Sunday night. Some of our most regular kids 
aren’t even Catholic! On the first night, one teen from 
another denomination said, “This is the most natural 
youth group has ever felt, and you guys actually talk 
about scripture!” The Well is also a great combination 
of teens and young adult volunteers from across our 
consortium. Praise God we all get to work as a team for 
the future of our Church! 
 Each week we have a normal night of youth 
group (not a service project or social night), a youth 
member of our leadership team gives a testimony. So 
far, we’ve had 5 teens share about how God has trans-
formed their lives in some way. One of our freshmen 
boys shared about how going to Confession last year 
on his Confirmation retreat completely changed how he 
feels about Confession. Now, he says he always goes to 
Confession when he has an opportunity, and sometimes 
goes out of his way to get to Confession, because he 
knows that it’s Jesus helping him get back on track. He 
feels so light, like a heavy burden has been lifted.  
 We had so many young people come to help 

The Well High School Youth Ministry 
by Andrea McLean 

 

 

with service projects at St. Mary and St. Peter on 
Oct. 10th, that they finished everything on the list al-
most an hour early. They were so happy to help and 
so thorough with their tasks, it felt like we blinked, 
and they were done! 
 Renovations to the John Bosco Room are al-
most complete! The final painting job was finished 
the last week of October by two of our confirmandi. 
We are grateful for all of the help our teen and adult 
volunteers have poured into that room since July! 
And thanks to the generosity of the David Meade 
Massie Fund, we’ve been able to transform it into a 
space our youth love. 
 This is just the beginning to an amazing year 
of what God has for the young people of our consor-
tium and community. Please pray for our young peo-
ple. That they would encounter the love of God, and 
they would find their truest joy in Jesus and the Cath-
olic Church.  
 If you feel called to invest in our young peo-
ple with your time, talent, or treasure, we are still 
looking for more volunteers! Our greatest need right 
now is to supply food for youth group nights. This 
could be anything from snacks to dinner or a fun des-
sert. Contact Jill Haller at 740-701-9785 to sign up 
for a night! 

Catholic Youth Leadership Conference, Aug 2021 

Bosco Room Renovation Team, July 2021 

Thanks to the generosity of our advertisers, we are 
able to provide our weekly bulletins and quarterly 
newsletters to all parishioners for free. With the up-
coming holiday season,  please consider purchasing from 
these advertisers and supporting their businesses! 



 The week of July 25th—29th saw the re-
turn of our annual Vacation Bible School! After 
not being able to learn and grow in our faith to-
gether last year, our week of faith was an even 
greater time of celebration and learning. 
 This year’s theme, I Am a Child of God, 
had the children exploring what it means to not 
only have an Earthly family, but to be a Child of 
the Almighty Father. Through scriptural lessons 
with Father Jacob Stinnett and seminarian David 
Johnstone, to music class, arts and crafts, games, 
and so much more, the 32 children who partici-
pated in the program were in for 5 nights of fun! 
 Thank you to all who participated, all 
who donated, all who volunteered, and to all 
consortium families for sharing the gift of your 
bright and beautiful children with the church, 
and letting us be a part of their faith journeys. 
We are already planning for next year’s VBS, to 
make it bigger and better than ever for the glory 
of God’s kingdom! 

Vacation Bible School 2021: I Am a Child of God 
by Jess Hamm 
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Right: Our children working (and playing!) hard at VBS 
Below: Fr. Jacob regrets agreeing to be in the dunk tank at Youth Kick-Off Night! 
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 To be Catholic is to be (among other things) evan-
gelizers of the kingdom of God. It is to live the life of the 
beatitudes and to be the salt of the earth and the light of 
the world, as Jesus claims of us in His Sermon on the 
Mount. But unless evangelization starts with the team-
work of the Holy Spirit, Jesus, and parents (father and 
mother), evangelization might not be possible.  
 While the Holy Spirit is the power of God and the 
sanctifier of humankind, Jesus is our Lord and Savior. 
There is no other name given to humans by which we are 
to be saved except the name of Jesus Christ (cf. Acts 
4:12). Likewise, we need parents because they are the first 
angels, apostles, priests, and prophets that God has chosen 
for their children. Jesus Himself was conceived by the Ho-
ly Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, and was given to hu-
manity to save humanity from sin.  
 The Spirit led Him to the desert, where he spent 
forty days of prayer and fasting, and after which He came 
out of the desert and conquered all Satan’s temptations 
overwhelmingly. He went to Nazareth and announced to 
His own native people what Isaiah had prophesied about 
Him: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He has 
anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent 
me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to 
the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to proclaim a 
year acceptable to the Lord” (Lk 4:18-19). He called His 
disciples, chose them, taught them, gave them power and 
authority, and sent them to proclaim the kingdom of God 
and heal the sick (cf. Lk 9:1-2).   
 By the example of His life, He witnessed to them 
in every way in obedience to the will of God, prayer, fast-
ing, and almsgiving. He did it so well until one day when 
He had finished praying, one of His disciples asked Him 
to teach them to pray. He taught them the great prayer of 
Our Father, which is not only the prayer of all times and 
seasons, but also the prayer which shows us how we can 
approach God with faith and trust in Him.  
 And so is the teaching of parents to their own, the 
teaching of all times and seasons to empower them to 
walk humbly with God and fellow humans. As such, a 
parent’s teaching is irreplaceable, as it leaves a lasting im-
print which inspires, informs, forms, and shapes the spir-
itual, religious, and moral life of their own. Even little ba-
bies learn it by sight and feel it by the senses of touch, 
smell, and hearing. It is amazing. The time when the child 
is in the womb to age seven is a very crucial time in the 
formation of the conscience of the child on divine and 
mundane things. It is why I believe if evangelization of 
the kingdom of God is not rooted in the nuclear church—
the family—it will be cumbersome for it to start elsewhere 

and grow. Charity begins at home.   
 The father of the family ought to behave 
like a bishop, and the mother like a priest or dea-
con, and automatically their children will behave 
like evangelists. For if parents cannot witness to 
their little ones and teach them how to pray, to keep 
the commandments of God, to live the Sacraments 
and to go to church and bring them to church, who 
will do it for them? If Mary and Joseph did all these 
things to Jesus, why don’t today’s parents do the 
same to their own?   
 And so, whoever has the Spirit of God will 
certainly do it. There is a Swahili proverb which 
says, “Bend the fish while it is still fresh.” The 
Scripture says, “Train a boy in the way he should 
go; even when he is old, he will not swerve from it” 
(Prv 22:6). For discipline, conviction, fortitude, and 
faithfulness all begin at home and not out there. 
Therefore, “He who is not taught by his mother is 
taught by the world.”   
 It is why Jesus also instructed His disciples 
and said to them, “If the world hates you, realize 
that it hated me first. If you belong to the world, the 
world would love its own; but because you do not 
belong to the world, and I have chosen you out of 
the world, the world hates you” (Jn 15:18-19). 
Then in His priestly prayer, He prayed to the Father 
for His current and future disciples and said, “I do 
not ask that you take them out of the world, but that 
you keep them from the evil one. They do not be-
long to the world.  

He Who is Not Taught by His Mother Is Taught by The World 

by Fr. Milton Kiocha, AJ 

 Consecrate them in truth. Your word is 
truth” (Jn 17:15-18).  
 Spouses ought to consecrate each other and 
their own to God. By a life of witness to prayer and 
the Sacraments, parents ought to be the first cate-
chists of their children. They ought to evangelize 
and consecrate themselves and their children to 
God before all else.  
 Sometime last year, our pastor Fr. Tim took 
me to visit his father in Columbus. In my conversa-
tion with his father, he told me something I will 
live to remember. He said while other parents in-
vested in things, they (he and his wife) chose to in-
vest in their children. Indeed, if only many more 
Christian families imitated the holy family and in-
vested in their children the gift of our faith, the 
world would be on fire with the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit. All we need is to have Catholic parents who 
live in the Spirit, follow the Redeemer, and witness 
to the faith. 
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Secular Franciscan Order  
by Donna Weisenberger 

  

 We have had a unique year. Due to covid, 
our meetings changed to Zoom for quite a 
while.   

     As Franciscans, we seek to encounter the liv-
ing and active person of Christ in our brothers 
and sisters, in sacred scripture, in the church, 
and liturgical activity.   

    We now gather once a month the last 
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the St. Francis room 
on the 2nd floor of the Parish Center.   

    We reached out to the Boy Scouts, Troop 14, 
to do the Blessing Box in front of our parish 
center on Water Street. We are very grateful to 
Michael Lapurga—a St. Mary's parishioner—  
He needed an Eagle Scout project, and we need-
ed the box. Thank you to those parishioners 
from both parishes that donated to pay for the 
boxes, one for each parish.  

    We have done projects like cleaning the 
church when we opened up for Masses. Some of 
our group does this regularly. We also visit or 
write letters to the nursing home parishioners. 

Last year, we gave socks to the homeless for 
Christmas.  

    Praise God: we celebrated with a retreat for 
our 3rd year anniversary and dinner out. We 
also have 4 candidates preparing in formation 
for profession, and will soon be planning the 
date.   

    We dearly miss Sr. Leonard Mary, who was 
our spiritual guide. Praise God for her and her 
ministry as a servant of God in the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Convent. As you know she is 
now moved to Columbus, Ohio.    

   If you are interested in the SFO, please con-
tact Ed or Donna Weisenberger for details of 
how that works.  
Email:  eddjweis2@yahoo.com or call 740-466
-5570 and leave a message. 

May God Bless all 
of you now and for-
ever. St. Francis, 
Pray for US.  

Late summer: 
St. Mary’s parish-
ioner Michael 
Lapurga blessed 
both St. Mary’s 
and St. Peter’s with 
a Blessing Box for 
his Eagle Scout 
project! 

Custodian/maintenance 
staff Brandon Vinson 
poses with the pope at 
the Ross County Fair 
 
 
 
A couple of schoolyard 
Blues Brothers with 
their Father at Bishop 
Flaget for Halloween! 
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The Church Fathers—Clement of Rome 
by Deacon Reed Hauser 

 In my previous article, I began a series 
about the group of early Church leaders known 
as the “Church Fathers.” The origin of this 
analogy can be found in the New Testament, 
which describes the Apostles as fathers both of 
individual converts and as fathers of particular 
churches. Some of these - ones who heard the 
preaching of the Apostles themselves or lived 
shortly after the time of the Apostles - came to 
be known as the “Apostolic Fathers,” or “Sub-
Apostolic Fathers.” 
 The subject of this article is considered 
by many to be the earliest of the Apostolic Fa-
thers. He is known as Clement of Rome, or St. 
Pope Clement I. Clement of Rome was a 1st 
Century convert who became a leader in the 
Christian community in Rome after the martyr-
dom of Peter and Paul. He became a bishop 
who, in time, succeeded Peter as Pope. A num-
ber of ancient sources vary as to which succes-
sor he was, but most commonly Clement is re-
garded as the third successor of Peter, follow-
ing Linus and Cletus (we acknowledge this line 
of succession in Eucharistic Prayer I of the Ro-
man Missal). 
 Clement is said to have been a contem-
porary of Saints Peter and Paul. St. Irenaeus, 
himself a Father of the early Church, tells us 
that Clement "saw the blessed Apostles and 
conversed with them, and had yet ringing in his 
ears the preaching of the Apostles and had their 
tradition before his eyes; and not he only, for 
many were then surviving who had been taught 
by the Apostles." There is a tradition that Clem-
ent was ordained by St. Peter, and he acted as a 
kind of auxiliary bishop to Linus and Cletus, 
his predecessors. His service as Bishop of 
Rome was probably from about 92-101 A.D. 
 According to one account, Clement was 
sentenced to die in the arena by the Emperor 
Trajan in the year 110 A.D. Others think it 
more probable that Clement died about the year 
99 A.D. or 100 A.D. 
 There is another 4th Century story in 
which Clement was banished by Emperor Tra-

 

jan to Crimea in southern Ukraine. It is said that 
in exile, Clement was very successful evangeliz-
ing the country and building churches (75 ac-
cording to the story). Frustrated, Trajan ordered 
that Clement be thrown into the sea with an an-
chor attached. Seven centuries later, the mis-
sionary brothers Cyril and Methodius who were 
missionaries of the Slavic countries, claimed to 
have “miraculously recovered” the remains of 
Clement, together with the anchor. These relics 
were brought to Rome in around 868 and buried 
beneath the Basilica of San Clemente. 
 Clement is best known for his famous pa-
pal letter, Letter to the Corinthians, which is one 
of the earliest Christian documents aside from 
the New Testament itself. The letter shows for 
the first time, the Bishop of Rome intervening in 
the affairs of another church, calling for repent-
ance and the restoration of presbyters who had 
been deposed by certain factions which had de-
veloped in the church at Corinth. 
 Clement warned that strife within the 
church is caused by envy, and that the Scriptures 
show what evil envy produces. Envy caused 
Cain to slay Abel, Joseph's brothers to sell him 
into bondage, Saul to pursue David: "Envy al-
ienated wives from their husbands...has over-
thrown great cities and rooted up mighty na-
tions." But the Scriptures also show that in eve-
ry age, the Lord will grant repentance to those 
who turn to him. Noah and Jonah, for example, 
preached such repentance. 
 Clement urged his readers to be humble, 
and be especially mindful of the words of Jesus, 
who taught us meekness and long-suffering. He 
exhorted “the authors of sedition” to submit 
themselves to the presbyters, and “receive cor-
rection so as to repent, bending the knees of 
their hearts” and submit to the will of God. The 
letter contains strong themes of penance, recon-
ciliation and the principle of apostolic succes-
sion. Here are a few notable excerpts from the 
letter: 
 
 Chapter 1 "The Church of God which so-
journs in Rome to the Church of God which so-
journs in Corinth, to those who are called and 
sanctified by the will of God through our Lord 
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Jesus Christ. Grace and peace from Almighty 
God be multiplied unto you through Jesus 
Christ."  
 
Chapter 10 "Owing to the sudden and repeated 
calamities and misfortunes which have befallen 
us [probably referring to the volcanic eruption 
of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 A.D., which produced a 
great fire in Rome] we must acknowledge that 
we are somewhat tardy in turning our attention 
to the matters in dispute among you, beloved; 
and especially that abominable and unholy sedi-
tion, alien and foreign to the elect of God, 
which a few rash and self-willed persons have 
enflamed to such madness, that your venerable 
and illustrious name, worthy to be loved by all 
men, has been greatly defamed."  
 
Chapter 21 "Our Apostles knew through our 
Lord Jesus Christ that there would be strife for 
the office of bishop. For this reason, therefore, 
having received perfect knowledge, they ap-
point those who have already been mentioned, 
and afterwards added the further provision that, 
if they should die, other approved men should 
succeed to their ministry. As for these, then, 
who were appointed by them, or who after-
wards appointed by other illustrious men with 
the consent of the whole Church, and who have 
ministered to the flock of Christ without blame, 
humbly, peaceably, and with dignity, and who 
have for many years received the commenda-
tions of all, we consider it unjust that they be 
removed from the ministry. Our sin will not be 
small if we eject from the episcopate those who 
blamelessly and holily have offered its Sacrific-
es. Blessed are those presbyters [priests] who 
have already finished their course, and who 
have obtained a fruitful and perfect release; for 
they have now no fear that any shall transfer 
them from the place appointed [by Almighty 
God]. For we see that in spite of their good ser-
vice, you have removed some from their minis-
try in which they served without blame."  

 

Chapter 28a "If anyone disobey the things 
which have been said by Him through us, let 
them know that they will involve themselves in 
transgression and in no small danger. We, how-
ever, shall be innocent of this sin, and will pray 
with earnest entreaty and supplication that the 
Creator of all may keep unharmed the number 
of His elect, which have been counted up in the 
whole world, through His beloved child Jesus 
Christ, through whom He has called us from 
darkness to light, and from ignorance to the full 
knowledge of the glory of His name." 

Chapter 29 "You will afford us joy and gladness 
if, being obedient to the things which we have 
written through the Holy Spirit, you will root 
out the wicked passion of jealousy, in accord 
with the plea for peace and concord which we 
have made in this letter." 

 
 Clement's Letter to the Corinthians con-
tinued to be read in the Corinthian church as 
part of the liturgy for many years, and it became 
popular among other churches for their instruc-
tion and encouragement. 
 Finally, I wish to conclude my article by 
sharing the timeless prayer which St. Clement 
wrote at the end of his letter. I hope you find it a 
blessing as we approach the holy season of Ad-
vent: 
 May God, who sees all things, and who is 
the Ruler of all spirits and the Lord of all flesh—
who chose our Lord Jesus Christ and us through 
Him to be a peculiar people—grant to every 
soul that calls upon His glorious and holy 
Name, faith, fear, peace, patience, long-
suffering, self-control, purity, and sobriety, to 
the well-pleasing of His Name, through our 
High Priest and Protector, Jesus Christ, by 
whom be to Him glory, and majesty, and power, 
and honor, both now and for evermore. Amen. 

Holy St. Pope Clement I, pray for us! 
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Baptism 

Marriage Preparation 

Pre-Baptism instruction for parents who have not previously 
attended, and for parents for which it has been 4 years or longer 
since the Baptism of their last child, is required.  Please call the 
office to make arrangements for classes.  Baptisms are held by 
appointment only.       

Communion to the Sick  

Because the sick and homebound are prevented from cele-
brating the Eucharist with the rest of the community, the 
visits during which they receive Holy Communion are very 
important. In receiving the Body and Blood of Christ, the sick 
are united sacramentally to the Lord and are reunited with 
the Eucharistic community. If you or another parishioner you 
know is unable to attend Mass, please contact the office so 
that the Body of Christ can be brought to him or her.   

Bethesda Healing Ministry 
We are a group of mothers and fathers who have suffered the 
experience of abortion.  We gather twice a month to share, 
heal, and grow.  We are now experiencing the gift of God’s 
healing love.  We’ve been there: We Understand.  Contact us at 
614-718-0277. 

We’re on the Web! See us at: www.stpeterchillicothe.com 

 

PREGNANT  & NEED HELP? 
Call Option Line at 
1-800-395-HELP. 

 Confidential, caring assistance is available.  
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We are also on  Facebook!  Like our Page! 

St. Peter Church, Chillicothe: A Community founded on Adoration and  
Presence to the poor. 


